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Disclaimer:		
This	presenta1on	has	been	prepared	for	the	invitees	of	the	GABPG.	It	is	of	a	general	nature	and	not	to	
be	construed	as	legal	advice,	as	each	case	depends	on	its	own	facts.	It	will	be	posted	on	the	
www.mlppl.com.au		
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Agenda	

APA	Western	Slopes	Pipeline	in	perspec1ve	
	-	broad	route	and	Australian	pipeline	network	
	-	Narrabri	Gas	Project	dependent	
	-	Santos’	other	Petroleum	Explora1on	Licences	(PELs)	poten1al	for	significant	CSG	expansion	over	strategic	agricultural	
	land	

Events	so	far	re	APA	pipeline	
-  APA	entered	into	a	number	of	Entry	Agreements	
-  Several	of	those	have	subsequently	been	terminated	with	APA’s	agreement	or	rescinded	for	misrepresenta1on	
-  Further	detail	demanded	of	government	–	maps,	proper1es	affected,	terms	of	ATS	
	
Authority	to	Survey	(ATS)	
-									Procedural	fairness	
-  Government	offered	to	accept	submissions	
-  Closing	date	15	May	2017	
-  Important	to	make	posi1on	clear	to	Government	otherwise	they	do	not	know	
	
Who	is	impacted	
-  344	Lots	and	Dp’s,	approximately	124	along	the	proposed	route	listed	on	the	Govt	“Have	your	say”	website	
-  Many	others	within	the	20	km	corridor	with	10	km	buffer	zone	
Pipelines	Act	obliga1ons	
-  Without	a	licence	or	ATS	-	none	
-  With	an	ATS	–	depends	on	terms	of	ATS	
-  With	a	licence	–	minimum	disturbance	
	
Ques1ons	

	
	



APA	Western	Slopes	Pipeline	

•  450	km	pipeline	proposed	within	a	
20km	corridor	with	10km	buffer	
from	Narrabri	Gas	Project	to	join	
the	Moomba	to	Sydney	Gas	
pipeline	

•  Pipeline	travels	through	6	LGA’s	of	
Bogan,	Cobar,	Coonamble,	Lachlan,	
Narrabri,	Walge6	and	Warren	

•  400-450mm	diameter	buried	high	
pressure	gas	pipeline	in	a	30m	
easement	

•  Proposed	minimum	depth	
underground	.75m	max	1.2m	
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Australian	Pipelines		



Narrabri	Gas	Project	
-  Proposed	850	wells	on	425	new	well	pads,	

yet	each	well	pad	constructed	to	allow	for	
the	drilling	of	3	wells	[3x425	=	1275	wells]	
ES1	

-  Construc1on	of	new	access	tracks	for	
installa1on	of	water	and	gas	gathering	lines	

-  Construc1on	of	a	central	gas	processing	
facility	

-  Construc1on	of	water	management	facility	
-  Produced	water	treated	and	used	for	

irriga1on,	stock	watering,	dust	suppression,	
construc1on	and	drilling	ac1vi1es,	
managed	release	of	treated	water	into	
Bohena	Creek	100ML/day	

	
-  Only	6	PPL’s	issued	in	NSW:	PPL3	to	Eastern	

Star	gas	sold	to	Santos,	and	5	PPL’s	to	AGL	
for	the	Camden	Gas	Project	[south	west	
Sydney].	No	other	PPL	issued	in	NSW.	



Santos’	PELS	in	NW	NSW	

•  		

PEL	434	Coonamble	
PEL	433	Gilgandra	
PEL	238	Narrabri	
PEL	462	east	of	Gulargambone	
PEL	450	Coonabarabran	
	
Note	the	loca1on	of	PPL3	
	
Note	the	poten1al	for	massive	
expansion	of	CSG	produc1on	
across	Santos’	PELs	
	
PEL	434	is	majority	strategic	
agricultural	land	
	
It	has	been	said	that	the	majority	
of	the	gas	is	not	below	the	Pillaga	
Forest	but	below	the	strategic	
agricultural	land	



Events	so	far	
•  Contacted	in	February	about	the	APA	pipeline	
•  Found	APA’s	Preliminary	Environmental	Report	for	the	Western	Slopes	High	Pressure	gas	pipeline	
•  Met	with	Anne	Kennedy	and	others	in	Coonamble	24	February	
•  Heard	that	APA	was	approaching	landholders	seeking	access	to	their	land	to	undertake	survey	and	environmental	

studies	
•  Not	offering	compensa1on	for	the	landholder’s	1me:	one	has	to	ask	why	does	APA	expect	landholders	to	subsidise	

its	ac1v1es?	

•  APA’s	entry	agreement	requires	24/7	“enter	at	any	1me”	access	for	12	months	for	surveying,	and	geotechnical,	
environmental,	cultural	heritage	[well	beyond	the	Pipelines	Act,	seeking	informa1on	for	its	EIS	and	Development	
applica1on]	

	
•  I	heard	several	counts	that	APA	was	threatening	landholders	that	“if	they	didn’t	enter	into	the	agreement	

voluntarily	it	would	be	worse	for	them	later”	
•  Advising	the	landholder	that	they	“had	a	chance	to	say	no	later”	

•  Worked	with	a	number	of	landholders	since	who	signed	APA’s	Entry	Agreement	who	wanted	to	get	out	of	that	
agreement,	we’ve	had	100%	success.	APA	have	agreed	to	terminate.	We	now	know	that	a	phone	call	can	do	it.	

	
•  Further,	if	APA	have	misrepresented	their	posi1on	or	provided	false	or	misleading	facts,	inducing	landholders	to	

enter	the	Agreement,	landholders	can	rescind	the	Agreement	
	
•  9	March	wrote	to	the	Department	seeking	to	know	whether	APA	had	an	Authority	to	Survey,	and	if	so,	the	terms,	

the	proper1es	impacted	etc	Un1l	APA	has	an	Authority	to	Survey,	it	has	no	right	to	enter	landholder’s	land.	
Landholders	are	within	their	rights	to	tell	APA	to	go	away	un1l	their	have	proper	authority	

•  23	March	wrote	to	the	Department	seeking	to	be	advised	when	APA	lodges	applica1on	for	ATS	
•  23	March	Department	responded	saying	APA	had	lodged	its	applica1on	for	ATS	21	March	
•  23	March	we	wrote	to	the	Department	copying	in	Minister	demanding	procedural	fairness	for	landholders	along	

the	APA	pipeline	route	
	



Pipelines	Act	1967	(NSW)	Authority	to	Survey	
•  Part	2	Division	1	Authori6es	to	survey	
5E			Applica6ons	for	authori6es	to	survey	
(1)		A	person	who	proposes	to	construct	a	pipeline	may	apply	to	the	Minister	for	an	authority	to	survey.	
(2)		An	applica1on	under	subsec1on	(1):	
•  (a)				(Repealed)	
•  (b)		shall	be	made	in	the	prescribed	manner,	
•  (c)		shall	specify,	in	the	prescribed	manner,	the	lands	in	respect	of	which	the	authority	is	applied	for,	
•  (d)		shall	be	accompanied	by	the	prescribed	maps	showing	the	loca1on	of	the	lands	referred	to	in	paragraph	(c),	
•  (e)		shall	be	accompanied	by	par1culars	of:	

–  (i)		the	technical	qualifica1ons	of	the	applicant	and	of	the	applicant’s	employees,	
–  (ii)		the	technical	advice	available	to	the	applicant,	and	
–  (iii)		the	financial	resources	available	to	the	applicant,	

•  (f)		may	set	out	any	other	ma6ers	that	the	applicant	wishes	the	Minister	to	consider,	and	
•  (g)		shall	be	accompanied	by	the	prescribed	fee.	
	
5F			Grant	of	authority	
Where	the	Minister	is	sa1sfied	that	the	applicant	for	an	authority	to	survey	has	complied	with	the	provisions	of	sec1on	5E	(2)	in	rela1on	to	the	lands	in	respect	of	
which	the	authority	is	applied	for	or	that	non-compliance	with	any	of	those	provisions	was	not	in	a	material	respect,	the	Minister	may	grant	to	the	applicant	an	
authority	to	survey	in	respect	of	the	lands	specified	in	the	applica1on	under	sec1on	5E	(1)	or	in	respect	of	such	of	those	lands	as	the	Minister	thinks	fit.	
	
5G			Term	and	condi6ons	of	authority	
(1)		An	authority	to	survey:	
•  (a)		comes	into	force	on	the	day	specified	for	the	purpose	in	the	authority	and,	subject	to	subsec1on	(3),	remains	in	force	for	such	period	commencing	on	

that	day	as	may	be	specified	in	the	authority	and	for	any	period	for	which	the	authority	is	extended	under	subsec1on	(2),	and	
•  (b)		may	be	granted	subject	to	such	condi6ons	as	the	Minister	thinks	fit	and	specifies	in	the	authority.	
(2)		The	Minister	may,	on	applica1on	in	wri1ng	made	by	the	holder	of	an	authority	to	survey	and	served	on	the	Minister	before	the	date	of	expira1on	of	the	
authority,	extend	the	authority	for	such	period	as	the	Minister	thinks	fit	and	specifies	in	a	no1ce	served	on	the	holder	of	the	authority.	
	
(3)		The	Minister	may,	for	reasons	that	the	Minister	thinks	sufficient,	by	an	instrument	in	wri1ng	served	on	the	holder	of	an	authority	to	survey,	cancel	the	
authority	as	to	all	or	any	of	the	lands	in	respect	of	which	it	is	in	force.	
	
5H			Rights	conferred	by	authority	to	survey	
While	an	authority	to	survey	is	in	force	it	authorises	the	holder,	subject	to	any	condi1ons	of	the	authority:	
•  (a)		to	enter	the	lands	specified	in	the	authority,	and	
•  (b)		to	carry	out	surveys	to	inves6gate	possible	routes	for	the	proposed	pipeline	and	determine	the	pipeline	route,	the	situa1on	of	any	associated	

apparatus	or	works	and	of	any	lands	to	be	used	to	get	access	to	the	pipeline,	apparatus	or	works,	and	
•  (c)		to	take	samples	from	the	lands	for	examina6on	and	tes6ng.	



Procedural	Fairness:	Landholders	have	rights!	
•  If	the	Crown	proposes	to	do	something	which	will	adversely	impact	your	interest	in	

land,	you	have	procedural	fairness	rights	to	be	heard	and	considered	beforehand		
–  En1tled	to	know	what	land	
–  En1tled	to	see	the	notes	and	recommenda1ons	of	the	Director	General	
–  En1tled	to	make	submissions	or	provide	evidence	

•  Moolarben	Coal	Mines	Pty	Ltd	v	Director	General	of	the	Department	of	Industry	
and	Investment	NSW	[2011]	NSWLEC	191		

•  If	procedural	fairness	is	not	afforded	to	an	impacted	landholder,	a	challenge	can	
be	made	to	set	aside	any	grant	of	the	Authority	to	Survey	

	
•  Following	a	complaint	we	made	that	landholders	had	procedural	fairness	rights	

and	should	be	given	the	opportunity	to	make	submissions,	the	Department	
adver1sed	the	proposed	pipeline	in	local	news	papers	and	put	informa1on	up	on	
its	“Have	your	Say”	website.	That	website	has	a	list	of	the	impacted	landholders	lot	
and	Dp	numbers,	a	basic	map	of	the	pipeline	route,	and	the	proposed	terms	of	the	
Authority	to	Survey.	

	
•  According	to	an	email	to	me	from	Terry	Miller	submissions	can	be	made	un1l	15	

May	2017	address	for	submissions	:	energy.submissions@industry.nsw.gov.au	
	
•  We	encourage	everyone	within	the	pipeline	corridor	to	make	submissions			



Proposed	terms	of	Authority	to	
Survey	

Dept’s	“Have	your	Say”	website	sets	out	
proposed	terms	of	the	ATS	
	
These	terms	are	far	more	favourable	to	
landholders	than	what	has	been	proposed	in	
APA’s	Entry	Agreement	
	
We	have	obliga1ons	on	APA:	
	
-“minimise	effects	on	environment,	owners,	
stock,	standing	crops,	produce	or	
improvements	to	land”	
	
-“not	interfere	with	any	fence	…	except	such	
as	directly	obstructs	…and	only	with	
permission	of	the	owner	or	occupier”	
	
-“make	good”	
	
-	Limited	to	survey	[ie	no	environmental,	
cultural,	geotechnical	work,	no	trenching,	
augering,	driling]	
	
	
	



What	we	suggest	as	the	terms	in	the	ATS:	Submissions	from	
Landholders	

	
•  APA	must	not	force	access	onto	a	landholder’s	land:	APA	must	nego1ate	an	entry	agreement	with	each	landholder	

before	accessing	their	land.	The	entry	agreement	must	include	the	terms	of	the	ATS	and	any	other	reasonable	
terms	requested	by	the	landholder.	

	
•  APA	must	compensate	landholders	for	the	6me	that	they	spend	assis1ng	APA	in	rela1on	to	APA’s	seeking	to	

undertake	and	undertaking	a	survey	on	their	land:	standard	rate	$100/hour	[QLD	case	law];	
	
•  Landholders	must	be	able	to	terminate	access	if	APA	behaves	offensively,	disrespecsully	or	breaks	the	law	on	

their	property	i.e.	by	cutng	fences,	damaging	property,	threatening	or	in1mida1ng	behaviour;	
	
•  APA	must	ensure	auer	entering	or	exi1ng	a	gate	on	a	property,	that	the	gate	is	returned	to	the	condi1on	and	

posi1on	in	before	entering	or	exi1ng;	
	
•  APA	must	ensure	its	personnel	take	no	dogs	or	firearms	onto	the	proper1es	or	authorise	persons	with	a	criminal	

record	to	access	proper1es;	
	
•  APA	may	only	conduct	a	survey	of	the	land	and	has	no	authority	to	conduct	geotechnical,	environmental	and	

cultural	heritage	inves1ga1ons;	
	
•  APA	may	only	take	hand	held	samples	from	the	land	[i.e.	no	drilling	or	auguring,	trenching,	disturbing	the	surface	

of	the	land];	
	
•  NO	access	to		gardens	or	dwellings	or	other	improvements	without	the	wri6en	consent	of	the	landholder	and	

only	when	the	landholder	is	present;	



Submissions	from	Landholders	
•  APA	must	not	access	any	area	of	the	land	not	on	the	proposed	pipeline	route,	except	for	the	purpose	of	accessing	

the	proposed	pipeline	route;	

•  APA	must	demonstrate	it	has	appropriate	insurance	which	covers	the	landholder’s	land	and	allow	that	landholder	
to	claim	on	APA’s	insurance	[APA	must	pay	the	deduc1ble]	for	personal	injury,	damage	to	property	and	damage	to	
the	environment:	eg	rolled	car	resul1ng	in	personal	injury,	property	damage	and	environmental	damage	petrol/
diesel	into	creek	etc.];	

	
•  APA	may	only	peg	or	mark	the	land	when	it	has	its	pipeline	licence;	
	
•  APA	must	ensure	its	personnel	do	not	remain	unnecessarily	on	the	property;	
	
•  APA	must	inform	the	landholder	who,	when,	how	long	APA	personnel	intend	to	remain	on	the	land	and	when	

leaving.		
	
•  APA	must	ensure	its	personnel	are	able	to	be	iden1fied	–	staff	to	wear	high	visibility	vests	with	APA	on	them	and	

drive	vehicles	clearly	iden1fied	with	APA	on	the	side;	
	
•  APA	must	immediately	make	good,	or	compensate	the	landholder	on	demand,	for	any	damage	it	causes;	
	
•  APA	indemnifies	each	landholder	in	the	same	terms	as	APA	indemnifies	the	Government	pursuant	to	the	terms	of	

the	ATS;	
	
•  APA	must	complete	its	survey	of	each	property	within	#1	week	of	accessing.	The	access	agreement	terminates	on	

comple1on	of	APA’s	survey.	



What	to	do	if	and	when	APA	does	have	its	ATS	
-  You	could	do	nothing	un1l,	if	and	when,	APA	obtains	its	pipeline	licence.	Only	then	is	it	clear	that	an	easement	will	

be	granted,	only	thenare	you		en1tled	to	compensa1on	pursuant	to	the	Land	Acquisi.on	(Just	Terms	
Compensa.on)	Act	1991	

-  APA	has	said	to	landholders	“they	will	be	worse	off	if	do	not	enter	into	a	voluntary	agreement”.	I	would	like	to	
know	why?	Landholders	have	a	right	to	be	compensated	if	and	when	a	pipeline	easement	is	granted	

	
s54			En.tlement	to	just	compensa.on	
•  (1)		The	amount	of	compensaIon	to	which	a	person	is	enItled	under	this	Part	is	such	amount	as,	having	regard	to	

all	relevant	maMers	under	this	Part,	will	justly	compensate	the	person	for	the	acquisiIon	of	the	land.	
	
s.4	land	includes	any	interest	in	land.	
s.4	interest	in	land	means:	
•  (a)		a	legal	or	equitable	estate	or	interest	in	the	land,	or	
•  (b)		an	easement,	right,	charge,	power	or	privilege	over,	or	in	connec1on	with,	the	land.	
	
s55			Relevant	maLers	to	be	considered	in	determining	amount	of	compensa6on	
•  In	determining	the	amount	of	compensa1on	to	which	a	person	is	en1tled,	regard	must	be	had	to	the	following	

ma6ers	only	(as	assessed	in	accordance	with	this	Division):	
•  (a)		the	market	value	of	the	land	on	the	date	of	its	acquisi1on,	
•  (b)		any	special	value	of	the	land	to	the	person	on	the	date	of	its	acquisi1on,	
•  (c)		any	loss	a6ributable	to	severance,	
•  (d)		any	loss	a6ributable	to	disturbance,	
•  (e)		the	disadvantage	resul1ng	from	reloca1on,	
•  (f)		any	increase	or	decrease	in	the	value	of	any	other	land	of	the	person	at	the	date	of	acquisi1on	which	adjoins	or	

is	severed	from	the	acquired	land	by	reason	of	the	carrying	out	of,	or	the	proposal	to	carry	out,	the	public	purpose	
for	which	the	land	was	acquired.	

	

	



Land	Acquisi1on	(Just	Terms	Compensa1on)	Act	
s56			Market	value	
(1)		In	this	Act:	
•  market	value	of	land	at	any	1me	means	the	amount	that	would	have	been	paid	for	the	land	if	it	had	been	sold	at	

that	1me	by	a	willing	but	not	anxious	seller	to	a	willing	but	not	anxious	buyer,	disregarding	(for	the	purpose	of	
determining	the	amount	that	would	have	been	paid):	

•  (a)		any	increase	or	decrease	in	the	value	of	the	land	caused	by	the	carrying	out	of,	or	the	proposal	to	carry	out,	
the	public	purpose	for	which	the	land	was	acquired,	and	

•  (b)		any	increase	in	the	value	of	the	land	caused	by	the	carrying	out	by	the	authority	of	the	State,	before	the	land	is	
acquired,	of	improvements	for	the	public	purpose	for	which	the	land	is	to	be	acquired,	and	

•  (c)		any	increase	in	the	value	of	the	land	caused	by	its	use	in	a	manner	or	for	a	purpose	contrary	to	law.	
(2)		When	assessing	the	market	value	of	land	for	the	purpose	of	paying	compensa1on	to	a	number	of	former	owners	of	
the	land,	the	sum	of	the	market	values	of	each	interest	in	the	land	must	not	(except	with	the	approval	of	the	Minister	
responsible	for	the	authority	of	the	State)	exceed	the	market	value	of	the	land	at	the	date	of	acquisi1on.	
	
(3)		If:	
•  (a)		the	land	is	used	for	a	par1cular	purpose	and	there	is	no	general	market	for	land	used	for	that	purpose,	and	
•  (b)		the	owner	genuinely	proposes	to	con1nue	auer	the	acquisi1on	to	use	other	land	for	that	purpose,	
•  the	market	value	of	the	land	is	taken,	for	the	purpose	of	paying	compensa1on,	to	be	the	reasonable	cost	to	the	

owner	of	equivalent	reinstatement	in	some	other	loca1on.	That	cost	is	to	be	reduced	by	any	costs	for	which	
compensa1on	is	payable	for	loss	a6ributable	to	disturbance	and	by	any	likely	improvement	in	the	owner’s	
financial	posi1on	because	of	the	reloca1on.	

	
s57			Special	value	
In	this	Act:	
•  special	value	of	land	means	the	financial	value	of	any	advantage,	in	addi1on	to	market	value,	to	the	person	

en1tled	to	compensa1on	which	is	incidental	to	the	person’s	use	of	the	land.	



Land	Acquisi1on	(Just	Terms	Compensa1on)	Act	
s58			Loss	aLributable	to	severance	
In	this	Act:	
•  loss	aBributable	to	severance	of	land	means	the	amount	of	any	reduc1on	in	the	market	value	of	

any	other	land	of	the	person	en1tled	to	compensa1on	which	is	caused	by	that	other	land	being	
severed	from	other	land	of	that	person.	

s59			Loss	aLributable	to	disturbance	
(1)		In	this	Act:	
•  loss	aBributable	to	disturbance	of	land	means	any	of	the	following:	
•  (a)		legal	costs	reasonably	incurred	by	the	persons	en1tled	to	compensa1on	in	connec1on	with	the	

compulsory	acquisi1on	of	the	land,	
•  (b)		valua6on	fees	of	a	qualified	valuer	reasonably	incurred	by	those	persons	in	connec1on	with	

the	compulsory	acquisi1on	of	the	land	(but	not	fees	calculated	by	reference	to	the	value,	as	
assessed	by	the	valuer,	of	the	land),	

•  (c)		financial	costs	reasonably	incurred	in	connec1on	with	the	reloca1on	of	those	persons	
(including	legal	costs	but	not	including	stamp	duty	or	mortgage	costs),	

•  (d)		stamp	duty	costs	reasonably	incurred	(or	that	might	reasonably	be	incurred)	by	those	persons	
in	connec1on	with	the	purchase	of	land	for	reloca1on	(but	not	exceeding	the	amount	that	would	
be	incurred	for	the	purchase	of	land	of	equivalent	value	to	the	land	compulsorily	acquired),	

•  (e)		financial	costs	reasonably	incurred	(or	that	might	reasonably	be	incurred)	by	those	persons	in	
connec1on	with	the	discharge	of	a	mortgage	and	the	execu1on	of	a	new	mortgage	resul1ng	from	
the	reloca1on	(but	not	exceeding	the	amount	that	would	be	incurred	if	the	new	mortgage	secured	
the	repayment	of	the	balance	owing	in	respect	of	the	discharged	mortgage),	

•  (f)		any	other	financial	costs	reasonably	incurred	(or	that	might	reasonably	be	incurred),	rela1ng	to	
the	actual	use	of	the	land,	as	a	direct	and	natural	consequence	of	the	acquisi1on.	



Land	Acquisi1on	(Just	Terms	Compensa1on)	Act	
s62			Special	provision	rela6ng	to	acquisi6on	of	easements	or	rights,	tunnels	
etc	
(1)		If	the	land	compulsorily	acquired	under	this	Act	consists	only	of	an	
easement,	or	right	to	use	land,	under	the	surface	for	the	construc1on	and	
maintenance	of	works	(such	as	a	tunnel,	pipe	or	conduit	for	the	conveyance	
of	water,	sewage	or	electrical	cables),	compensa6on	is	not	payable	except	
for	actual	damage	done	in	the	construc6on	of	the	work	or	caused	by	the	
work.	
	
(2)	…	tunnel	
	
(3)		If	the	land	compulsorily	acquired	under	this	Act	consists	of	or	includes	an	
easement	or	right	to	use	the	surface	of	any	land	for	the	construc6on	and	
maintenance	of	works	(such	as	canals,	drainage,	stormwater	channels,	
electrical	cables,	openings	or	ven1lators),	the	easement	or	right	is	(unless	the	
acquisi1on	no1ce	otherwise	provides)	taken	to	include	a	power,	from	1me	to	
1me,	to	enter	the	land	for	the	purpose	of	inspec1on	and	for	carrying	out	of	
any	addi1ons,	renewals	or	repairs.	Compensa6on	under	this	Part	is	payable	
accordingly.	
	



Land	Acquisi1on	(Just	Terms	Compensa1on)	Act	
•  45			Deemed	acceptance	of	offer	of	compensa6on	
•  (1)		If	a	person	en1tled	to	compensa1on	under	this	Part	does	not,	

within	90	days	auer	receiving	a	compensa1on	no1ce:	
•  (a)		accept	the	amount	of	compensa1on	offered	by	the	authority	of	

the	State,	or	
•  (b)		lodge	with	the	Land	and	Environment	Court	an	objec1on	to	the	

amount	of	compensa1on	offered,	
•  the	offer	of	compensa1on	is	taken	to	have	been	accepted.	
•  (2)		Such	an	acceptance	is	subject	to	any	decision	of	the	Land	and	

Environment	Court	on	an	objec1on	lodged	auer	the	90-day	period.	
•  (3)		The	authority	of	the	State	must,	on	such	an	acceptance	taking	

effect,	pay	the	amount	of	money	concerned	into	a	trust	account	
kept	under	this	Part	and	pay	the	money	to	the	person	en1tled	to	it	
on	receipt	of	a	claim	for	compensa1on,	deed	of	release	and	
indemnity	(duly	completed)	and	any	relevant	documents	of	1tle.	



Land	Acquisi1on	(Just	Terms	Compensa1on)	Act	

•  Division	5	Objec6ons	and	appeals	to	Land	and	Environment	Court	
•  66			Objec6on	against	amount	of	compensa6on	offered	
•  (1)		A	person	who	has	claimed	compensa1on	under	this	Part	may,	within	90	days	

auer	receiving	a	compensa1on	no1ce,	lodge	with	the	Land	and	Environment	Court	
an	objec1on	to	the	amount	of	compensa1on	offered	by	the	authority	of	the	State.	

•  (2)		If	any	such	objec1on	is	duly	lodged,	the	Land	and	Environment	Court	is	to	hear	
and	dispose	of	the	person’s	claim	for	compensa1on.	

•  (3)		A	person	who	does	not	lodge	an	objec1on	within	the	90-day	period	and	who	is	
taken	to	have	accepted	the	offer	of	compensa1on	under	sec1on	45	may	
nevertheless	lodge	an	objec1on	under	this	sec1on,	but	the	Land	and	Environment	
Court	is	not	to	hear	and	dispose	of	the	person’s	claim	for	compensa1on	unless	
sa1sfied	that	there	is	good	cause	for	the	person’s	failure	to	lodge	the	objec1on	
within	that	period.	

•  (4)		If	the	Land	and	Environment	Court	decides	that	the	amount	of	compensa1on	
payable	(without	the	addi1on	of	interest)	does	not	exceed	by	more	than	10%	the	
amount	of	compensa1on	offered	by	the	authority	of	the	State,	the	Court	may	
cancel	or	reduce	the	amount	of	interest	that	has	accrued	under	this	Act	in	respect	
of	the	compensa1on	since	the	ins1tu1on	of	the	proceedings.	



APA	website	
If	a	gas	transmission	pipeline	traverses	your	property	
•  If	a	gas	pipeline	easement	is	registered	on	your	property	1tle	there	are	condi1ons	

associated	with	the	easement	including	what	you	can	and	cannot	do	in	
the	pipeline	corridor	area.	This	will	include	the	requirement	to	seek	prior	wriLen	
approval	from	APA	for	ac1vi1es	within	the	corridor	such	as:	

•  	 	 replacing	or	installing	fencing	
•  	 	 any	earthworks	deeper	than	300mm	
•  	 	 land	levelling	or	contouring	
•  	 	 landscaping	and	plan1ng	trees	
•  	 	 storing	material	or	erec1ng	structures	
•  	 	 use	of	explosives	
•  	 	 use	of	vibra1ng	machinery	
•  	 	 transpor6ng	heavy	machinery	or	loads	
•  When	you	want	to	undertake	work	we	will	visit	to	determine	the	exact	loca1on	of	

the	gas	pipeline	and	may	supervise	the	works	on	or	near	the	gas	pipeline	corridor.	
This	service	is	free	of	charge	for	all	landholders.	Penal1es	apply	for	undertaking	
work	on	the	gas	pipeline	corridor	without	prior	approval.	



Mapping	of	the	pipeline	route	and	the	landholders	directly	
impacted	



Map	1	from	Narrabri	



Map	2	Pillaga	



Map	3	Nth	of	Coonamble	



Map	4	Travelling	Sth	West	



Map	5	East	of	Nyngan	



Map	6	West	of	To6enham		



Map	7	Bobadah	



Pipelines	Act	1967	NSW	

Regula6on	25			Disturbance	of	lands(cf	clause	34	2005	Reg)	
(1)		A	licensee	must	carry	out	all	ac1vi1es	authorised	by	the	
licence	in	a	manner	that	does	not	interfere	with	the	exis1ng	
use	of	land	to	a	greater	extent	than	may	be	necessary.	
•  Maximum	penalty:	10	penalty	units.	
(2)		At	the	conclusion	of	the	construc1on	of	a	pipeline	and	any	
other	associated	ac1vi1es	authorised	by	a	licence,	the	
licensee	must	ensure	that	the	surface	of	the	land	is	restored	
as	nearly	as	prac1cable	to	the	condi1on	in	which	it	was	
immediately	before	the	commencement	of	the	construc1on	
or	ac1vi1es.	
•  Maximum	penalty:	10	penalty	units.	



Ver1sol	Soils	in	the	Coonamble	PEL	434	

Robert	Banks	of	SoilFutures	Pty	Ltd		
mapped	the	ver1sol	soils	in	PEL434	for	
Anne	Kennedy	in	2012	
	
50.3%	of	PEL	434	classifies	as	strategic	
agricultural	land	
	
68%	of	PEL	434	has	been	iden1fied	as	
containing	Ver1sol	Soils		
	
Ver1sol	Soils	are	clay	based	soils	and	
unsuitable	for	burying	of	fixed	
infrastructure	like	pipelines	
	
Recommend	that	the	landholders	band	
together	and	commission	a	soil	study	
like	this	along	the	route	of	the	pipeline	
to	determine	where	the	ver1sol	soils	
are	



Erosion	damage	from	buried	pipelines	



Erosion	damage	from	buried	pipelines	



Environmental	damage	from	Pipeline	rupture	



Process	for	approval	
Preliminary	Environmental	Assessment	has	been	
lodged	
	
Write	submissions	to	the	Minister	for	Planning	
before	the	SEARs	are	wri6en	–	agricultural	impact,	
erosion,	explosions,	disturbance	to	business	from	
erosion	events	
	
Make	a	submission	objec1ng	to	the	Pipeline	auer	
the	Development	applica1on	has	been	lodged	
	
Seek	that	the	Minister	not	refer	the	ma6er	to	the	
PAC	for	public	mee1ng,	to	ensure	appeal	rights	on	
the	merits	to	the	LEC	
	
	



Never	underes1mate	the	impact	of	wri1ng	a	le6er	

Aware	of	2	other	pipelines	which	have	not	
go6en	off	the	ground	in	so	far	as	land	
access	
	
Mullaley	Gas	Pipeline	is	one	of	these		
	
If	no	Western	Slopes	Pipeline	it	is	unlikely	
that	the	Narrabri	gas	Project	will	get	off	the	
ground.	
	
Note	s31A	Pipelines	Act	–	Inquiries	
	
	



Pipelines	Act	-	Inquiries	
s31A			Inquiries	into	maLers	rela6ng	to	pipelines	
•  (1)		An	inquiry	into	any	ma6er	rela1ng	to	the	design,	construc1on,	

opera1on	or	maintenance	of	a	pipeline	may,	and	if	required	by	the	
Minister	shall,	be	conducted	by	the	Secretary.	

•  (2)		The	Secretary	may,	by	order	in	wri1ng,	authorise,	subject	to	the	
terms	of	the	authorisa1on,	and	with	the	approval	of	the	Minister,	
any	person	or	body	to	examine,	and	report	to	the	Secretary	on,	any	
ma6er	in	connec1on	with	an	inquiry	(including	an	inquiry	that	the	
Minister	has	required	to	be	conducted).	

•  (3)		Nothing	in	this	sec1on	shall	be	construed	as	limi1ng	the	power	
of	the	Secretary	to	conduct	an	examina1on	in	connec1on	with	an	
inquiry	under	this	sec1on	and	the	Secretary	may	conduct	such	an	
examina1on	notwithstanding	that	the	Secretary	has	authorised	
another	body	or	person	to	do	so.	


